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1. Investigation of the feasibility of the exchange and usage of more dense SYNOP data between the LACE Members. 

The first task is to explore the volume and location of the additional SYNOP data. Then these data will be used in data assimilation experiments this autumn in Budapest (in the framework of the Data Assimilation WG). DM will provide the required data environment for the experiments: collect the necessary SYNOP data for the selected test periods from the RC LACE Members and put them into the DA observation database.

Priority: high

Realization: Budapest

Estimated efforts: 0.5  PM

Proposed contributors: Kertész S.

Schedule: May + September 

2. ODB related activities

· Help in the configuration and usage of ODB and ODB related applications at RC LACE members’ site. 

· Co-ordination in the use, visualization and de-coding of observations.

· Preparation and maintenance of a documentation about observation usage in the ALADIN data assimilation system based on CY30. The documentation will contain the description of data formats, data decoding techniques and the involved softwares. The first version of the document will be available by mid-autumn.

Priority: high

Realization: Budapest

Estimated efforts: 1.5  PM

Proposed contributors: Kertész S.

Schedule: continuous work

3. Development and maintenance of an interactive web-based observation monitoring system for the ALADIN variational data assimilation systems (3D-VAR, 3D-FGAT). 

The system will allow visualizing the location, status and departure statistics of the different observation types for a given analysis date or for a selected set of analysis dates. Continuous extension of the system to include more diagnostic tools and new observation types. First export package of the software will be available in September. 

Priority: medium

Realization: Budapest

Estimated efforts: 1.5  PM

Proposed contributors: Kertész S.

Schedule: continuous work

4. Acting as Technical Co-ordinator for the ECMWF Special Project for "Coupling of ALADIN and AROME models to boundary conditions from ECMWF and ERA model data" 

The aim of the project is the preparation of ECMWF LBC files for ALADIN and AROME at ECMWF's site. The main task of TC is to provide a suitable script environment and users guide for the preparation of the required LBCs at ECMWF’s site. This activity is closely related to the work of the Data Assimilation and Predictability WGs.

Priority: high

Realization: Budapest

Estimated efforts: 1.5 PM

Proposed contributors: Kertész S.

Schedule: summer 2006

